Celebrate National Library Card Sign-up Month
Just in time for the start of the new school year, National
Library Card Sign-up Month is a way to encourage students and adults to check out what their local libraries
have to offer.
This year Disney and Pixar’s “Toy Story 4” characters
Woody, Buzz Lightyear, Bo Peep and friends are joining
the American Library Association on an adventure to promote the value of a library card as Library Card Sign-up
Month Honorary Chairs.
In their new role, they will remind the public that signing up for a library card opens a world of infinite possibilities: libraries offer resources and services that help people
pursue their passions and give students the tools to succeed in school and beyond.
The Toy Story crew knows library cards help bring great
stories to life. From borrowing books, movies, or music,
to enjoying story time or group play, there’s no end to the
exciting activities you can access with a library card.
You can celebrate National Library Card Sign-up Month
by visiting the Takoma Park Maryland Library for one or
several of its monthly events. Some monthly programs the
library offers include Preschool Time on Sept. 4, 18 and
25, that teaches concepts like shapes, counting and colors and skills like using scissors, taking turns and name
writing. There’s also Petites Chansons for babies, toddlers,
preschoolers and their grown-ups to French songs and
rhymes with Madame Marie.
The library will also be holding a Books-to-Action event
on Sept. 21 that teaches social justice through literature.

ning Sylvester and the Magic Pebble, In the Night Kitchen,
And Tango Makes Three, and Tar Beach. The program will
conclude with a craft connected to Banned Books Week.
(See page 8 for more information on these events.)
“There are numerous class visits throughout the school
year, at which we distribute card applications and encourage kids to get Library cards — and many do,” said library
director Ellen Arnold-Robbin. “It’s a good way to bring
families into the orbit of library activities.”
Since 1987, Library Card Sign-up Month has been held
each September to mark the beginning of the school year.
During the month, the ALA and libraries unite in a national effort to ensure every child signs up for a library card.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Kids get a free lanyard with their first library card,
courtesy of the Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland Library.
• In addition to checking out the Library's physical
books, music and magazines, library card holders
can access thousands of digital resources, including audiobooks from Recorded Books, and movies, music, and books from Hoopla.
The library is tying the event to Banned Books Week, and
there will be readings of picture books that have been challenged over the years, including the Caldecott-Medal-win-

For more information about applying for a Takoma
Park Maryland Library card, visit www.takomapark.
info/library/getacard.html.
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As a FLOW program participant, Nancy Cabrera, 14, helped created the Good Vibes mural pictured here.
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